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THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

We, the parish family of St. Luke the Evangelist Roman Catholic 
Church, respecting our tradition, affirming our strong family 
ties, and valuing our diverse community, are called by Baptism 
to commit ourselves to: 

• Give glory to God by liturgy which unites and strengthens the 
community of faith; 

• Build a church community that welcomes all, encouraging 
each home to be a domestic church; 

• Listen to the Gospel of Jesus, live it in our daily lives, and 
share it with one another; and 

• Serve others as Jesus did, especially the poor and those in 
need. 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Saturday Vigil: 5:00 PM 

Sunday: 7:30, 9:30, 11:30 AM 
Monday, Wednesday, Friday: 6:30 AM 
Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday: 8:30 AM 

 

Holy Day: varies; Holiday: varies 
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Wednesday: 7:30 - 8:00 PM 

Saturday: 4:00 - 4:30 PM 

QUESTION OF THE WEEK 

May the God of peace make you perfectly holy 
and may you entirely, spirit, soul, and body, 

be preserved blameless for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
1 Thessalonians 5:23 

 

What is your prayer this Advent? 

SPECIAL MASS SCHEDULES 
 

4th Sunday of Advent 
December 23—Vigil Mass: 5 pm 

December 24—7:30 am, 10:30 am 
 

December 24—Christmas Eve 
4:00 pm, 7:00 pm, 10:00 pm 

December 25—Christmas Day 
7:30 am, 10:30 am 
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ST. LUKE THE EVANGELIST PARISH, GLENSIDE, PENNSYLVANIA 
DECEMBER 17, 2017 THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

THIS WEEK AT ST. LUKE 
Sunday, December  17 – 3rd Sunday of Advent 
  Bambinelli Sunday 
 8:30 am Eucharistic Ministry at Abington Hospital - 

Jefferson Health 
 9:30 am Children’s Liturgy of the Word 
 1:00 pm Baptism 
Monday, December 18 
  St. John’s Hospice Donation Day 
 6:15 pm PREP  
 6:30 pm Church Decorating 
Tuesday, December 19 
  Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament  
 9:00 am Sodality Devotions 
 9:15 am Faith Sharing, Lyons Den 
 1:00 pm Over 50’s Board, Lyons Den 
 6:15 pm Evening Prayer 
 7:00 pm StJP School Band/Chorus Concert, FFH 
Wednesday, December 20 
 6:30 pm Cub Scouts, FFH 
 7:00 pm Advent Penance Service 
 7:00 pm Music Ministry, MMR 
Thursday, December 21 
 10:00 am Toddler Time, FFH 
 1:15 pm StJP Christmas Presentation, Church 
 7:30 pm Choir, MMR 
Friday, December 22 
Saturday, December 23 
 7:00 am Women’s Reflection Group, Library 
 7:00 am Men’s Gospel Reflection Group, Lyons Den 
 9:30 am Centering Prayer, Lyons Den 
Sunday, December  24 – 4th Sunday of Advent 
 7:30 am Mass 
 10:30 am Mass 
Sunday, December 24 – Christmas Eve 
 4:00 pm 
 7:00 pm 
 10:00 pm 
Monday, December 25 – Christmas Day 
 7:30 am Mass 
 10:30 am Mass 

MASS INFORMATION FOR WEEK 
Sunday, December 17 – Third Sunday of Advent 

Isaiah 61:1-2a, 10-11; (Ps) Luke 1:46-50, 53-54;  
 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24; John 1:6-8, 19-28 

Monday, December 18 – Advent Weekday  
Jeremiah 23:5-8; Psalm 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19;  
 Matthew 1:18-25 

 6:30 am Ed Malak 
Tuesday, December 19 – Advent Weekday 

Judges 13:2-7, 24-25a; Psalm 71:3-4a, 5-6ab, 16-17;  
 Luke 1:5-25 

 8:30 am Joseph Manero, Sr. (Rita and Ricky Guarro) 
Wednesday, December 20 – Advent Weekday 

Isaiah 7:10-14; Psalm 24:1-2, 3-4ab, 5-6; Luke 1:26-38 
 6:30 am Lewis Sciandro 
Thursday, December 21 – Advent Weekday / Saint Peter 

Canisius, Priest, Doctor of the Church 
Song of Songs 2:8-14 or Zephaniah 3:14-18a;  
 Psalm 33:2-3, 11-12, 20-21; Luke 1:39-45 

 8:30 am Samuel Fanelli 
Friday, December 22 – Advent Weekday 

1 Samuel 1:24-28; (Ps) 1 Samuel 2:1, 4-7, 8abcd;  
 Luke 1:46-56 

 6:30 am Helene Walsh 
Saturday, December 23 – Advent Weekday / Saint John 

of Kanty, Priest 
Malachi 3:1-4, 23-24; Psalm 25:4bc-5ab, 8-10, 14;  
 Luke 1:57-66 

 8:30 am Margie Sharkey 
Sunday, December 24 – Fourth Sunday of Advent 

2 Samuel 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16; Psalm 89:2-5, 27, 29;  
 Romans 16:25-27; Luke 1:26-38 

Please notify the priest before Mass if you would like to 
receive the Eucharist in a low-gluten host. 

The Pro-Life Rose, placed before the statue of Mary, 
is in loving memory of 

James Vincent & Philamena Vasta. 
 

The St. Vincent de Paul Carnations, 
placed before the statue of St. Joseph, 

are in loving memory of 
Raymond Simonis, Jr. & Raymond Simonis, III, 

donated by wife and mother. 

GET UPDATES FROM THE PARISH 
AND ITS ORGANIZATIONS: 

 

www.flocknote.com/StLukeParish 
 

Or    text Luke to 84756       from your phone 
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WELCOME OUR NEWEST PARISHIONER! 
 

Audrey Rose Vizza, 
daughter of 

Gregory & Erin (Taylor) Vizza, 
was baptized on December 10, 2017. 

 

Congratulations to all! 

           December 17, 2017 
Dear Parishioners, 
 

 Already we are at the 3rd Sunday of Advent -- also 
known as Gaudete Sunday -- from the Latin word for 
REJOICE. This week we will most definitely be getting in 
the Christmas spirit. I invite the adults to participate in 
the Sacrament of Reconciliation at our Advent Penance 
Service on Wednesday evening at 7:00 pm. We will have 
visiting priests to assist with confessions. 

 On Thursday afternoon at 1:15 the School will present 
their Christmas Presentation with all the grades 
participating. Then they begin the Christmas vacation 
until January 3, 2018. 

 Many of our parish groups will be having their 
Christmas celebrations this week. I will also be trying to 
visit many of the homebound this week to administer the 
Sacraments of Confession, Anointing, and Communion 
to all of them. Church decorating will also take place on 
Monday evening of this week at 6:30 if you have any time 
to help. 

 Thank you again for your support of the Operation 
Santa Claus program again this year, which helps children 
and families from so many groups. 

 As you consider your Christmas offering, I ask those 
that can to consider sacrificial giving of at least $200. 
Thank you for prayerfully considering this request. 

 It will be a busy, hectic week for most people, but 
ENJOY it, and do not become impatient or frustrated. 
Christmas is coming! Jesus is coming! REJOICE. 

 Be assured of special prayers this week, as I depend on 
yours. 

          St. Luke, pray for us. 
          Father Joe Brandt MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

December 25 Christmas 
December 26 NO EXPOSITION 
December 26 NO EVENING PRAYER 
December 27 NO CONFESSIONS 
December 29 Red Cross Blood Drive 
 

January 1   Mary, The Holy Mother of God 
      (not a holy day of obligation in 2018) 
January 2   Over 50’s Meeting 
January 2   Evening Prayer 
January 2   Prayer for Peace 
January 6   Anointing of the Sick 
January 6 & 7 Epiphany Gift Collection for St. John’s  
      Hospice 
January 11  Peace & Justice Forum 

ST. LUKE PARISH STEWARDSHIP 
 

Sunday Collection: 
 12/10/17 .................................................... $10,537.00 
 12/11/16 .................................................... $12,996.00 
 

Thank you for your continued support of our Parish. 
 

Some bills paid last week: 
Sister of the Good Shepherd (hosts) .................... $229.43 
Canon Financial Services (copier) ........................ $511.72 
Great American Fin. Services (phone) ................. $195.24 
D.P. Murphy, Inc. (envelope printing) ................ $866.34 
Windstream (phones) ............................................. $257.00 

SIMPLE, CONVENIENT, AND SECURE! 
Do you forget your envelope at home? Are you always 
trying to write a check before Mass? Do you never have 
cash with you for the second collection? Do you 
sometimes attend Mass at other churches because of your 
family’s hectic schedule? Then why not simplify one more 
thing in your life and sign up for automated Parish 
Giving!  
 

To sign up, just go to our website, www.stlukerc.org, and 
find the Parish Giving icon.  
 

Questions? Call our Business Manager, Deacon John 
Hunter, in the Rectory, 215-572-0128. 

We welcome new members and invite visitors and 
parishioners to share fully in our parish life. As new 
members you bring vitality and growth to our parish. To 
register, please drop in to the rectory during office hours, 
or find the registration form on our parish website, 
www.stlukrc.org. 

DECORATE THE CHURCH FOR CHRISTMAS 
 

Monday, December 18, 6:30 pm 
 

Help to decorate the Church this year! Volunteers are 
needed—many hands make light work! 
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A VOCATION VIEW 
Rejoice; never cease praying. Let us 
never cease praying for an increase in 
vocations to the priesthood and reli-
gious life. (1 Thessalonians 5:16-24) 

First Reading:  Isaiah 61:1-2a, 10-11  The opening verses here were read 
aloud by Jesus one day in the synagogue to announce Himself as the Messiah. 
It almost got Him killed. For the prophet it was his own inauguration. He 
rejoices in the union between Jerusalem and Yahweh. 
 

Second Reading:  1 Thessalonians 5:16-24  This letter is the earliest written 
book in the New Testament. In it Paul gives a list of instructions for behavior, 
and also writes that joy is the fruit of the Spirit. 
 

Gospel:  John 1:6-8, 19-28  The passage describes John the Baptist’s role. 
While he is not the messiah, he witnesses to him. John asserts his true role as “a 
voice crying in the desert.” 

THE POPE’S PRAYER 
INTENTION FOR DECEMBER 

The Elderly. 
That the elderly, sustained by fami-
lies and Christian communities, may 
apply their wisdom and experience to 
spreading the faith and forming the 
new generations. 

Reflection by Rev. Leonard N. Peterson 
 The season of “Friday Night Lights” is just about over. The term describes 
the necessary ingredient for high school and college football games or soccer 
games at all levels that take place each Autumn as nature shortens the daylight 
hours. Fans of the game are delighted to see their teams go at it without inter-
ference from nature’s timetable. 

 As we come to the second half of the fast-moving season of Advent, the 
liturgical focus shifts from the awesome Second Coming of Christ back to the 
more familiar and quieter First Coming of Christ at Bethlehem long ago and 
far away. In many ways, it’s all about lights for Fridays and forever. 

 We know that the first Christmas had contradictory elements in it. Truly, 
we have a spectacular lighting: both the overhead star and angelic choirs in the 
sky making their announcement about the birth of the Babe. But at the same 
time the earthbound setting couldn’t be more ordinary: a dim stable cave and a 
manger of rough straw for the Child’s first crib. The only interior light most 
likely came from a lone lantern and a small fire for warmth. 

 The Holy Spirit knew that this scene needed an interpreter for future read-
ers of the story. To translate the facts into meaning. That came later as the task 
of St. John the Baptist. He is that well-known “Man of Advent.” He “testifies 
to the light shining on Jesus,” never confusing it with any light aimed at him-
self. Moreover, John, in humility, orders his many followers to “make straight 
the way of the Lord” so that they will meet the real Messiah: Jesus the Christ. 

 That same advice about clearing up the drab detours, poorly lit at that, 
which we have taken from the straight and narrow path that leads to the Lord. 
If we’re honest with ourselves, we’ve lowered the lights, as it were, on Christ’s 
way forward so that we might slide backwards. We don’t always rush to clear 
away the obstructions to a straightaway. We actually side with Satan for awhile, 
even if we might never admit it so bluntly. Happily, that need not be the end of 
our stories. 

 There is no need to be discouraged or stay frozen in place. We just have to 
open that confessional door and walk in to begin again. After that comes an-
other walk up the church aisle for the happy reunion of a holy communion. 

 The moon shines in the December sky because of reflected light from the 
sun. Without that reflected light, the moon would become lost in the darkness 
of space. 

 The believer in Christ shines only because of the reflection of Christ’s light. 
Without that reflected light, the believer becomes lost in the darkness of the 
world and sin. What a grace it is that He finds us! 

SPECIAL MASS SCHEDULES 
 

4th Sunday of Advent 
December 23—Vigil Mass: 5 pm 

December 24—7:30 am, 10:30 am 
 

December 24—Christmas Eve 
4:00 pm, 7:00 pm, 10:00 pm 

December 25—Christmas Day 
7:30 am, 10:30 am 

 

Mary, the Holy Mother of God 
January 1—9:00 am 

NEW YEAR’S EVE RETREAT 
Special  dinner,  presentation, 
Midnight Mass and celebration, 
morning brunch. Presenter: Rev. 
Bernard Farley. December 31, 6 pm 
to January 1, noon. St. Raphaela 
Center, Haverford, PA 610-642-5715 

www.straphaelacenter.org 

EPIPHANY GIFTS 
While you are doing your Christmas 

shopping, consider 
getting a gift to be 
given to one of the 
men cared for by St. 
John’s Hospice The 

gifts should be new cloth-
ing articles, such as un-
derwear, socks, caps, 
scarves, mittens, and 
gloves. Any size of under-
wear can be used.  
We will collect these unwrapped gifts 
on January 6 & 7.  
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EPIC YOUTH GROUP 
EPIC Youth Group is open to teens 

8th-12th Grades 
 

Sunday, December 17 - Christmas 
Caroling Event, 5 pm. The Youth 
Group will visit some of the home 
bound for Christmas and then go for 
a bite to eat at a local diner.  
 

Luminaries will be on sale after all 
Masses at St. David and OLHC the 
weekend of December 17. They will 
illuminate the perimeter of both 
churches on Christmas Eve. Cost: 
$5.00 each. Your support helps de-
fray the costs of Steubenville Youth 
Conference and Beach Retreat in 
Summer of 2018. 
 

Website: EPICinform.blogspot.com 
Email: E.P.I.C.inform@gmail.com 

Phone: David Dombrowski, 
215-500-6840 

Sodality and Miraculous Medal No-
vena Devotions. All invited to devo-
tions after the 8:30 am Mass. Join us 
every Tuesday October through 
May. 

2018 CHURCH CALENDARS 
Church calendars, courtesy of Wil-
liam R. May Funeral Home, are avail-
able at the exits of Church. Pick one 
up for a handy reference for fasts 
and feasts, parish phone numbers, 
and Mass times.  

BLOOD DRIVE 
Friday, December 29, 1:30  5:30 pm  

Father Fitzpatrick Hall 
Trauma victims, cancer patients, and 
those depending on routine blood 
transfusions need your help! Can we 
count on your donation?  
Make your appointment today. Visit 
www.redcrossblood.org; use Spon-
sor code: St. Luke the Evangelist. 

BULLETIN DEADLINES 
 Bulletin ..................... Deadline 
 12/24/17.................. last week 
 12/31/17.................. 12/20/17 
  1/7/18 ..................... 1/2/18 

 

All deadlines are at noon. 

HELP WANTED 
EPIC Youth Group is seeking a Full 
Time Youth Minister to serve the 
parishes of  St David, Our Lady Help 
of Christians and St. Luke. 
 

Go to 
www.EPICinform.blogspot.com 

for Position Description 
 

Submit resumes to  
E.P.I.C.inform@gmail.com 

For questions contact David 
Dombrowski, 215-500-6840 

ST. LUKE HONOR STUDENTS  
EXCEL 

Archbishop Wood High School 
Emma Foley 

Isabel Herrera 
Dylan McCormick 

Martha Meister 

SAINT MALACHY’S 
FOOD CUPBOARD 

During the Thanksgiving and Christ-
mas Season, we all recall our Lord’s 
command “to feed the hungry.” The 
Saint Luke Givers continue to multi-
ply the loaves and fishes with their 
donations of food, filling the blue 
containers at the entrances to 
church. Your food was delivered to 
our neighbors/friends at Saint Mala-
chy’s with the help of our Boy 
Scouts’ collection. It was a real gen-
erous amount of food/gifts and re-
ceived by St. Malachy’s with much 
appreciation. It is you, “the Givers,” 
that make all this happen. We send 
to you a Happy and Holy Holiday 
and look forward to your future do-
nations. 

CASSEROLES FOR ST. JOHN’S 
Remember that the need for casse-
roles continues throughout the year. 
We invite you to look at these recipes 
(some of which don’t require cook-
ing by you) at 

www.saintjohnshospice.org 
Macaroni & Beef 

Cheesy Beef 
Cabbage & Beef 

Easy Franks & Beans 
Ham Noodle 
Beef Supreme 

Company Casserole 
Steak San Marco 

Noodle Bake 
Quick Ground Beef 

Ground Beef 
Jiffy Franks & Beans #1 
Jiffy Franks & Beans #2 
Au Gratin Chicken Bake 
Ham & Potato Casserole 

Shepherd’s Pie 
Beef Stroganoff 
Chicken Bake 

Double Cheese Delight 
Saucy Meatball Supper 
Club Chicken Casserole 

The Casseroles are the “Main 
Course” of a complete, hot meal that 
St. John’s Hospice serve to hundreds 
of God’s poor and homeless. They 
also provide bread, water, and a des-
sert to each person. Please do not 
feel restricted to these recipes – your 
favorite recipe is most welcome! Cas-
serole pans and lids can be found in 
church. 
 Please deliver casseroles frozen. 
 Prepare your recipe so that it can 

be eaten with a plastic “spork” (a 
combination spoon and fork). 
They do not provide knives. 

 Please mark the lid with the main 
ingredients and the date you pre-
pared your casserole. 

Our monthly Donation Day is the 
3rd Monday of the month. St. John’s 
sends a truck to pick up the casse-
roles and other donations. Please 
have the donations on the rectory 
porch by 9 am that Monday. 
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ST. LUKE THE EVANGELIST CONFERENCE OF THE SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL 
100TH ANNIVERSARY 

 One hundred years ago, on December 16,1917, the entire World was at war. Boys Town was opening its doors for the 
first time. Alcohol was in the process of being banned. And St. Luke’s Conference of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul 
(SVDP) was being formed. The following is a brief synopsis of the SVDP Society here at St. Luke’s -- its history and its 
mission. Since the funding of this group is based on the continued generosity and kindness provided by you (our 
parishioners), this story is, in essence, actually about the SVDP and you, as both entities are one and the same. They are 
wonderfully intertwined and here is why. 

 The Society of SVDP is an international lay organization comprised of thousands of local conferences like St. Luke’s. 
The International Society has been providing help and more importantly hope to the needy and suffering worldwide since 
1833. It is estimated that nearly ten million people annually are assisted by donations and relief provided by the Society. 
Each conference is comprised of volunteers from the Parish who meet regularly and then go forth to interact with and 
hopefully help our neighbors in their time of need. The efforts, attention, and resources of our group are earmarked for 
our neighbors -- literally, the person next door. We are neighbors helping neighbors. 

 The normal sequence of events is we are notified that someone in our neighborhood is facing issues too large for 
them to currently handle on their own. An appointment is scheduled and two members of our group conduct a home 
visit. The person-to-person contact, in which we see the face of Jesus, is the hallmark of our program. With prayer and 
dialogue, the seeds for understanding, empathy, and respect are sown. The situation is discussed thoroughly and openly 
with a commitment to the preservation of dignity. The issues and recommendation for support are confidentially 
presented to the conference for consideration and approval. 

 We work to address our neighbor’s immediate need and the underlying causes. We often receive requests for financial 
assistance with housing, food, utilities, clothing, medicine, transportation and other needs. During the holidays, 
Thanksgiving food baskets and Christmas gifts are distributed to many of the families that we have met during the 
previous year. A cursory look at some of our old records reveals that: 
• In 1931, at the height of the Great Depression, our conference paid for the entire funeral and burial expenses for a 

family “in destitute circumstances” 
• also in 1931, a family of six who was “starving and freezing” was provided coal, bread, milk, and shoes 
• in 1939, a new suit and shoes for a boy whose father was unemployed were paid for “so that he might attend school” 
• and in 1946, on behalf of his neighbor in need, a SVDP member convinced a local banker to reduce the interest rate 

on their mortgage! 
 

 In the spirit of justice and charity, the Society of SVDP seeks to help those who are suffering, serving all, without 
regard to race, creed, color, gender, sexual orientation, criminal justice status, disability, marital status, veteran status, 
national origin, age or physical handicap. It is our belief that serving our neighbor in a non-judgmental fashion while 
attempting to build them a bridge from despair to hope is exactly what Jesus espoused when he promised salvation 
saying, “when I was hungry and you gave me something to eat and when I was thirsty and you gave me something to 
drink.” On your behalf and as grateful stewards of your financial contributions we listen, reflect, pray and act. While 
helping, we do not enable. While holding accountable, we do not judge. We help others to “weather the storm” and 
hopefully learn to help themselves once again. 

 Our story, or YOUR story, is one of helping those in our area triumph over adversity. Your donations effect real 
change. The neighbors that we help often seem revitalized with hope. It takes courage for those in need call us. However, 
the good people of St. Luke have been emphatically responding to that call for 100 years. Our plea today is simple. Please 
renew your commitment to assist the suffering people in our neighborhood. Contributions can be made using the 
envelopes mailed to parishioners’ homes, by-e-giving, or by using the envelopes at the back of the church. 

 If you would like to learn more about being a Vincentian please contact the rectory or Sam Couchara, 215-280-6351 
or scouchara@gmail.com. 

 Thank you. 
St. Vincent de Paul, pray for us. 
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SHARE THE JOURNEY 

In September Pope Francis launched a global campaign to 
support immigrants and refugees around the world called 
“Share the Journey.” 

Through this campaign, our Church hopes to dispel 
widespread fear of newcomers and to raise awareness of 
why so many people are compelled to leave their homes at 
this time in history.  

We want to inspire communities to build relationships 
with refugees and immigrants, and to love their neighbors 
in the U.S. and around the world in a variety of ways  

Our brothers and sisters often make perilous journeys, 
leaving their homelands because they are forced to flee 
their homes to escape conflict, poverty, persecution and 
violence.  

There are more refugees and internally displaced people 
now— over 65 million—than at any other time in 
recorded history.  

Our faith calls us to “love our neighbor,” to see Christ in 
those who are in greatest need, and to welcome 
newcomers seeking the security, peace, and opportunity 
they cannot find in their home countries. 

Learn more at sharejourney.org 

RCIA: Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
This is a process by which adults prepare for and are initi-
ated (or complete their initiation) into the Catholic 
Church. Our process runs year-round—you can begin at 
any time. For more info contact Jeanne Kyle, 215-572-
0128 or stlukerc@aol.com. 

REFUGEE DONOR MATCH 
Last year, St. Luke joined with St. Paul's Lutheran, 
Abington Friends, and the Bryn Athyn New Church to 
form a group called Faith Alliance for Refugees in 
Montgomery County, or FARM. The group was formed 
initially to assist an extended family of refugees from the 
Congo. 
 

If you want to donate to FARM,  please make your check 
out to St. Luke, and note “refugee donor match” in the 
memo. 
 

Whatever amount you choose to give will be matched 
dollar for dollar, up to $50,000. The money will be used to 
establish a learning center in Jenkintown, providing ESL 
(English as a Second Language) classes and other services 
for refugees in our community. 
 

Deacon John Hunter, St. Luke business manager, who 
administers our refugee funding, will forward all 
donations to Bethany Christian Services at the end of 
December. 

The O Antiphons of  Advent are familiar to many as part of the Advent Hymn “O Come, O Come, Em-
manuel.” The antiphons used in this 15th century hymn came from the even older traditional prayer of the Church - the 
Liturgy of the Hours. The O Antiphons are used from December 17th to December 23rd in Evening Prayer. 

Dec. 17 - O WISDOM, O holy Word of God, you govern all creation with your strong yet tender care; come show your 
people the way to salvation. 

Dec. 18 - O SACRED LORD of ancient Israel, who showed yourself to Moses in the burning bush, who gave him the 
holy law on Sinai mountain; come stretch out your mighty hand to set us free. 

Dec. 19 - O FLOWER OF JESSE’S STEM, you have been raised up as a sign for all peoples; kings stand silent in your 
presence; the nations bow down in worship before you. Come, let nothing keep you from coming to our aid. 

Dec. 20 - O KEY OF DAVID, O royal Power of Israel controlling at your will the gate of heaven; come, break down the 
prison walls of death for those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death; and lead your captive people into 
freedom. 

Dec. 21 - O RADIANT DAWN, splendor of eternal light, sun of justice; come shine on those who dwell in darkness and 
the shadow of death. 

Dec. 22 - O KING of all the nations, the only joy of every human heart, O Keystone of the mighty arch of humanity; 
come and save the creature you fashioned from the dust. 

Dec. 23 - O EMMANUEL, king and lawgiver, desire of the nations, Savior of all people; come and set us free, Lord our 
God. 

The O Antiphons precede and follow the Gospel Canticle (Luke 1:46-55), also known as the Magnificat or the Canticle of 
Mary. 
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WHAT IS HAPPENING AT SAINT JOSEPH THE PROTECTOR SCHOOL? 

ST. JOSEPH THE PROTECTOR 
SCHOOL 

2336 Fairhill Avenue 
Glenside, PA 19038 

 

215-884-0843 
Fax: 215-884-4607 

 

www.stjpschool.org 
 

Principal:  Mrs. Alicia Farren 

The STJP robotics team competed at 
the First Lego League @ AIM 
Academy last weekend. 
 

The team is coached by Miss 
FitzGerald and STJP alumnus Joe M. 
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UNITED WAY NUMBERS 
Catholic Charities Appeal #0233  

St. John’s Hospice #272  

Good Shepherd Program at St John’s 
Hospice #370 

St. Luke CYO #9227 

Depaul USA #48346 

St. Luke St. Vincent de Paul Society 
#14394 

Glenside Rotary Fundraiser to help Glenside Library update their medical, 
science and technology books. Go to glensiderotary.org for link, or directly to 
donation page at: https://honeybakedfundraising.com/fundraisers/
glenside_rotaract_library_project. Buy gift cards for HoneyBaked Ham - 20% 
of gift card sale goes to Library project. (Until 1/19/18) 

COLLEGE-AGE* RETREAT  
January 5 - 7, 2018 

Marianist Family Retreat Center 
Cape May Point, NJ 08212 

 

This retreat is designed to bring 
young people together of college-age 
(17-22). So whether you are in 
college or working come you are 
invited to renew your spiritual life, 
deepen your relationship with God 
and to meet new friends. The time 
will be filled with prayer experiences, 
peer group discussions, Eucharist 
and lots of fun! 
 

Cost: $130 per person, double occ. 
Register at 

www.capemaymarianists.org 
or call 609-884-3829. 
Some financial aid is available. 
* Current Year High School Seniors 
are welcomed 

REDISCOVER THE LOVE IN 
YOUR MARRIAGE! 

Does the distance between you seem 
wide? Are you already separated? 
Looking for a better way? 
Retrouvaille can help and offers 
hope for a better relationship. 
Retrouvaille is a peer ministry of 
volunteer couples that can help you 
to learn the tools of healthy commu-
nication, build intimacy and heal, just 
as they have done in their own mar-
riages. Retrouvaille is Christian-
based, and Catholic in origin, but 
welcomes couples of all faiths as well 
as non-religious couples. Retrouvaille 
can help get your relationship back 
on track. The next program begins 
on the weekend of February 16 at 
the Family Life Center in Malvern, 
PA. Additional weekends will be 
held in April and August. For more 
information, or to register for one of 
our weekends, call 1-800-470-2230, 
or visit www.HelpOurMarriage.com. 
All inquiries are kept strictly confi-
dential. 

ST. LUKE’S RIGHT TO LIFE 
There are so many ways to work 

toward a Culture of Life! 
March for Life 
St. Luke’s Parish has reserved a bus 
for the March for Life in 
Washington, D.C., on Friday, 
January 19, 2018! Trip cost--$30 for 
adults, $25 for students. The cost 
includes the bus and the Metro 
ticket. We will not be stopping for 
dinner in order to reduce the cost 
and to return home earlier. Pack your 
lunch and dinner! We are hoping 
several of our young people and their 
parents will join us. The March is 
earlier than usual, so it should not 
interfere with high school exams. If 
you are not able to participate in the 
March itself, many people travel to 
the National Shrine at Catholic 
University and spend the day there in 
prayer. We have 47 seats to fill, so 
bring some friends. It is an 
inspirational day.  
 If you cannot join us but would 
like to donate to the cost of the trip, 
please let us know. Contact Kelly 
Foley at kfolz@aol.com or 267-275-
4482 to register. Don’t wait.   
Guiding Star 
Guiding Star is a home for single 
pregnant women and their children. 
Many of our parishioners have been 
very generous in their donations to 
this program in the past. Please 
consider donating a gift card from 
Walmart, Target, Aldi, or any food 
store to the families living in the 
home as part of your charitable 
giving this Christmas. To donate, 
c o n t a c t  K e l l y  F o l e y  a t 
kfolz@aol.com or 267-275-4482 or 
send the gift card directly to the Pro-
Life Union of Greater Philadelphia, 
88 Pennsylvania Avenue, Oreland, 
PA 19075. Thank you in advance for 
your support of these growing 
families. 
Go to  www.f locknote .com/
StLukeParish/ProLife to sign up for 
Right to Life info and updates.  

TEACHING POSITION 
Gwynedd Mercy Academy High 
School, an independent, all-girls 
Catholic college preparatory school 
sponsored by the Sisters of Mercy, 
has an opening for a short-term 
substitute position in the history 
department from April 9 until June 
9, 2018. Courses to be taught are AP 
US History, Honors Topics in US 
History, Topics in US History, and 
Modern World History. Qualified 
applicants with teaching experience 
and a degree in history are asked to 
submit their resumes and PA 
clearances to Anne Casavecchia at 
acasavecchia@gmahs.org by January 
13, 2018. 

SERENITY RETREAT 
January 5-7 

for women affected by addiction, 
directed by Sr. Anita M. Constance, a 
well-known speaker and advocate for 
those affected by addition. At Family 
Life Center, Malvern Retreat House. 
Register at 610-644-0400 or  
www.malvernretreat.com. 
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Remember those who are serving in 
the Armed Forces 

Sean Biggio 
Michael Borowy 

Scott Cline 
Shaun Collins 
John Crockett 

Michael DiCicco 
A. J. Dolan 

Eric Duckworth 
Christopher 
Francis, Jr. 

Colin A. Graham 

Ronald Green 
Allen Hanslovan 

Robert P. Hopkins 
Andy Johnson 

Michael Johnson 
Charles Keller 
Edward Keller 

Joe Kelly 
Christopher 

Manero 
Sean Maples 

Nisha Marerro 
John McCormick 
Anne McGoldrick 

William Barry 
Powers, Jr. 

Anthony Ross 
Marygrace Telman 

Travis Telman 
Calvin Travers 
Tim Tumelty 

Francis Walter, III 

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL 
Fr. Joseph Brandt, Deacon Tom Croke, Jim Burke, Mike 
Dubyk, Anna Filmyer, Jeanne Kyle, Dianne Ryan, Donna 
Scully, Bob Serianni, and Tom Wieckowski 

RESPECT LIFE REFLECTION:  “He is always with us. 
Jesus promised this when he gave the disciples the same 
mission he gives to each of us: Go. … Walk with each 
other. Do not be afraid to embrace God’s gift of life. 
Whatever storms or trials we face, we are not alone. He is 
with us.” - USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities 

“Bridges of Mercy for Post-Abortion Healing” 

PARISH FINANCE COUNCIL 
Fr. Joseph Brandt, Deacon John Hunter, Jim Donahue, 
Mike Dubyk, Joe Hart, Ken Kempf, Kirk Stensrud, and 
Pete Wilson 

Marian Bomher 
Fran Brett 

Sherry Burke 
Don Campbell 

Brian Carini 
Pat Coary 
Patti Cox 

Bernie Coyle 
Kathryn Cummings 
Kathy Delzingaro 

Eileen Erkes 
Andy Farley 

Nicholas Fetscher 
Susan Gaffney Fissell 

Otis Fitzgerald 
David Garcia 
Frank Gavin 

Kathy Gee and 
her unborn baby 

Matthew Iller 
Mary King 

Truman King 
Joan Koval 
Angie Kyle 
Jim Lamina 

Andrew Mack 
Eoin Madden 
Sean Mahoney 
Mary Maltman 
Lou Mancinelli 
Debbie Marvel 
John McGill 

Jimmy McGillian 
Tim McGowan 

Carol McLaughlin 
Garry Miller 

John Minichino 
Russell Moore 

Fr. Joseph Murphy 
Marian Murray 

Maggie Nicholson 
Ed Nolan 

Charles Oettle 
Dan Ortolani 

Jeffrey Peterson 
Eileen Protin 

James Quigley, IV 
William Rock 

Michelle Shillington 
Shannon Simpson 

Kathy Stanley 
Don Stieritz 
Dot Sweeney 
Diane Towey 

Jennifer McGowan Trainer 
Ally Turner 

Marguerite Vey 
Rebecca Voltmet 

Jean Waerig 
John Waldinger 

Anna Walsh 
Dorothy Wasekanes 

Christina Weber 
Peggy Welsh 

Maryellen Worthington 
Joseph Zaro 

& 
All those who are sick and 
homebound in the parish 
and patients at Abington 

Hospital - Jefferson Health 

STAFF 
Pastor ................................................. Rev. Joseph D. Brandt 
Retired Priest in Residence .............. Rev. John F. McBride 
Permanent Deacon ................... Deacon Thomas M. Croke 
Permanent Deacon .................... Deacon Kevin J. P. Potter 
 

Business Manager .......................... Deacon John K. Hunter 
Coordinator of Religious Education ............ Maria Hughes 
Director of Development .......................... Karen Donahue 
Director of Music Ministries ...................... Molly Mahoney 
Director of Parish Services ................................ Jeanne Kyle 
Safe Environment Coordinator ........................ Jeanne Kyle 
Secretary .................................................................. Tina Dean 
 

Pastor Emeritus ....................... Rev. Msgr. J. Michael Flood 
Retired ............................................... Rev. Joseph T. Murphy 

 St Luke the Evangelist  @stlukerc  stlukerc 

Find out what’s going on at St. Luke the Evangelist Parish 

We are now on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram 

in addition to our website: www.stlukerc.org 

Mary Capreri 

Keep our sister parish in Haiti in your prayers. 

RESPECT LIFE PRAYER: 
For those who feel lonely or abandoned: may their hearts 
be consoled by the genuine and loving care of others. 


