St. Luke the Evangelist Church
Sister Parish Update
March 2006

L. Presentation of the parish of Lospalis

Lospalis is a parish 22000 thousand people in the suburb of a small city named Hinche. The
large part of the parish is in the mountain. Besides the center, we have six missions or out-
stations: Caneille, Agwayedjonn, Guébo, Palma, Sansou, and Angoman. We visit the
missions once a month. Every Sunday, they have liturgy of the word presided by the director
of the missions and his council (vice-director, secretary, finance officer, and three members).
The parish is economically poor, but spiritually rich. They are spiritually rich, because first of
all they believe in God, and want to collaborate with the Church to change their life. The spirit
of communion is the strength of this Christian community. Several groups of lay people (
Legion of Mary, Eucharistic Movement of Young People (M.E.J), Missionary Movement of
Children, Liturgical Groups, Prayer Groups, charismatic movement, and Choirs) collaborate
to promote the spirit of communion and faith in the parish. Each Friday there is a charismatic
prayer and fasting. Every year, we have around one thousand baptisms, three hundred
confirmations, six hundred first communions, and twenty marriages.

II. People life

It is not necessary to stay one day in Lospalis to see our difficulty is the people life. The road
Hinche-Lospalis speaks by itself. During the rainy season, we spend one hour for a six miles
road. If a truck is in difficulty or the river raised up, we can spend hours. In general, people
are farmers or small merchants. The farmers have a lot of problems with deforestation,
erosion, and lack of rain. It rains around four months a year. The dry season is so long, so that
many animals died because of lack of food and water. The water system is dry during the dry
season. There is no phone, no electricity, no market, and hospital. The level of poverty is
high. Many of our young men and women go to the Dominican republic in search of a better
life. The only sign of visible hope is education. People believe that education of their children
1s 2 way to have a better life in the future. There is at least one elementary school in each
mission. In the center, there are four elementary schools. Last year we started a secondary
school with the two first grades. It is true that they want to send their children to school, but
unfortunately, many of them cannot afford money to pay for schools, and other basic needs.
People rely upon the parish for all the problems.

I1I. Social Pastoral
1. Caritas or catholic relief service.

There is a wonderful experience of caritas in the parish. We received some money from the
diocesan caritas to rent to the merchant to run small business. I am impressed by the
commitment of the people to respect their contract , and the benefit they realized. We are
doing the same experience with the farmers. We give them some beans and comns to plant. At
the end of the season, they give what they have received plus the benefit. We are working
with five hundred merchants and 100 farmers. Many people would like to join the groups, but
unfortunately we don’t have enough money to help them. It is worthy of note that we started
with 300 merchants and 69 farmers. The groups are growing, but the requests surpass our
capacity.



2. Education

It is said in our constitution:*” elementary school is free’’, unfortunately the State does not
have enough money to realize this dream. Therefore, the Church who receives this command
from Christ to teach the Good News to all creatures, feels obliged to engage in children
education through schools. Throughout the parish, we have six elementary schools: Angoman
(300 kids), Guebo (200 kids), Agwayedjonn (350 kids), palma (220), Sansou (175), and
Lospalis (600). This school year (September 2005-june 2006), we started a secondary school
with the first two classes. Among those seven schools, only one (Agwayedjonn) is built. The
elementary schools are using the church building, and we rent a space for the secondary
school. It is urgent to build at least three classes for the secondary school this year, because
the building can fit only two classes, and we will have a third class in September. Each year
we will have one more class. The elementary school have two major problems: building and
teachers salary. The secondary school has two major problems: building and school supplies.
We have the estimate and plan of the secondary school. We need US$84000 to build the
schools, US$20000 for benches, and US$6000 for books. We will not give the books for free
to the students. We will rent them, so that we can get some money to buy new books for new
students. It is a self support project.

3. Road repair

Communication is a major problem in Haiti in general, and in Lospalis in particular. The
mission of Angoman can be reached only by horse. It is at 4 hours from the center of the
mission. The others can be reached by car only during the dry season. Our goal is to build the
road Lospalis — Angoman, and to repair the others, so that they can be used during the rainy
season. We don’t have an estimate for this project.

4. Protection of the environment struggle against poverty

Since ten years the poor become poorer in Haiti. The peasants do not have enough possibility
to take care of their land. They cut the trees to make charcoal. The land is destroyed by the
erosion. Pure water becomes a problem. During the dry season, even water to wash cloths is a
problem. Protection of the environment is big concern if we want to keep this country alive.
Therefore, we need to urge the people to plant trees. Two weeks ago we meet with some
peasants to see what we can do. We realize that apiculture can help us to solve the problem. In
fact, honey is expensive because of lack of bees. If we plant trees, we will have more honey
and more money. Therefore, two problems will be solved in part: Protection of the
environment and poverty. We would like to start this project with a small group of 15 people.
We will give five bee-hives, and five hundred trees to them.

15 people X S bee-hives X US$50 =US$3750
Equipments =US$1500
15 people X 500 trees X US$0..3 =US$2250

Total =US$7500




