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Principal's Corner 
 

From the desk of Sister William Adele, SSJ 
 
Dear Parents and Parishioners, 
 
           We are happy to present to you the March 
issue of "A Middle States Moment". In this issue, we 
focus on the Middle States Standard that deals with 
Curriculum and Educational Programs. 
 
           The curriculum for elementary schools of the 
Archdiocese of Philadelphia is written by Curriculum 
Committees, made up of teachers and/or principals 
who currently teach in one of our 200+ elementary 
schools. In fact, two teachers on our faculty serve on 
the Archdiocesan Math Committee and one of our 
teachers is the chairperson of the Elementary PE 
Committee. Every area of the Archdiocesan curriculum 
is aligned with national and state standards and is 
taught in all of our elementary schools. Therefore, if a 
student transfers from one Catholic school to another 
in our Archdiocese, the transition in terms of 
curriculum should be seamless. 
 
           While the curriculum guidelines drive the 
instruction, each elementary school is free to select 
textbook programs that are best suited for their own 
students. When Saint Luke School is ready to select a 
new program the faculty evaluates two to three 
programs before making a choice. The selection 
process could take the better part of a year and a 
program is generally adopted for a period of six years. 
Each program that is purchased is supported by a wide 
variety of supplemental instructional materials including 
assessment materials. 
 

                             (Continued on page 4) 

Terra Nova Results are in..… 
 
St. Luke's has once again exceeded the Terra Nova 
scores of the 200+ archdiocesan schools. In addition, 
the St. Luke scores for the sixth and eighth grades 
have exceeded the 42 archdiocesan schools in 
Montgomery County. 

 Arch Mont St. Luke 

Grade 4    

Reading Composite 69.2 78.2 76.0 

Language Composite 67.8 77.8 77.5 

Math Composite 71.8 80.2 83.5 

Total Composite 70.5 81.7 86.0 

Spelling 70.2 77.2 78.0 

    

Grade 6       

Reading Composite 68.3 76.5 83.0 

Language Composite 66.4 75.1 86.3 

Math Composite 71.1 79.8 83.0 

Total Composite 68.6 78.8 81.5 

Spelling 65.7 71.4 70.0 

Science 60.2 75.3 78.0 

Social Science 67.2 78.6 86.5 

    

Grade 8    

Reading Composite 72.5 81.0 85.3 

Language Composite 69.8 78.8 81.5 

Math Composite 74.0 83.2 87.5 

Total Composite 73.3 81.6 85.0 

Spelling 75.3 81.4 82.0 

Science 60.5 69.5 69.5 

Social Science 67.3 77.8 83.0 
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Traditions and Transitions 

Middle States Educational Programs Standard 
 

The educational programs consist of both carefully planned and well executed curriculum 
programs that include appropriate standards, solid instructional pedagogy, and appropriate 
assessment based on research and best practices. They are sufficiently financed, periodically 
reviewed, and mission-appropriate. They are developed to meet and address the needs of 
students and are designed to produce student learning at all levels. Effective policies and 
practices are in place, along with instructional materials, technology, and equipment that are 
appropriate, functional, and well maintained. 

Curriculum at a Glance... 

Saint Luke the Evangelist School follows a prescribed Kindergarten through eighth grade curriculum developed by the 
Curriculum Committees of the Archdiocese of Philadelphia. Textbooks in every curricular area have been updated in the past 
five years with the exception of the Math Program which will be reviewed in 2006-07. Curriculum modifications and adapted 
grading procedures are employed for students with special learning needs. 
 
Religion 
 

The Religion guidelines reference the core content of the Catechism of the Catholic Church. Additionally, the guidelines for 
each grade include the following components: Praying with Children, Mary (summaries of feasts), Saints (summaries of lives of 
the saints), Peace and Justice, and End-of-Year suggestions. 
 
The Religion textbook series used in Grades K - 5 is the Sadlier 2004 We Believe Program; Grades 6-8 use the Loyola 
University Press 2002 publication entitled: Christ Our Life. 
 
Students in Grade 2 receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation, and Grade 3 prepares for the reception of Holy Eucharist in the 
fall of the school year. Confirmation is conferred on our students in Grade 7. 
 
Integrated Language Arts 
 

Integrated Language Arts (ILA) is defined as the integration of reading, writing, thinking, listening, and speaking. This 
curriculum in our Archdiocese reflects both the Standards of the National Council of Teachers of English and the Pennsylvania 
State Standards. Instruction in Integrated Language Arts is further enhanced by the inclusion of the Reading Workshop 
component in grades six through eight. 
 
Daily self-selected reading is promoted at all grade levels with a strong emphasis on journal writing and literature discussion 
(Literature Circles). The writing process is modeled and taught at all grade levels. Students as young as first graders create and 
publish their own books. This area of the curriculum is further enhanced by participation in the Reading Olympics Program in 
grades four through eight. 
 
The 2005 Harcourt Brace Reading Program is used in grades K - 6 and the 2001 Mc Dougal Littell literature series is used in 
Grades 7 and 8. Instruction in Integrated Language Arts is further achieved through the use of textbooks in vocabulary, 
grammar, spelling, and handwriting all bearing copyrights from 2000 - 2005. 
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Curriculum ... 

Mathematics 
 

The mathematics curriculum has been carefully developed throughout to reflect the Curriculum and Evaluation Standards, the 
Professional Standards for Teaching Mathematics, and the Standards for Assessment of School Mathematics established by the 
National Council of Teachers of Mathematics. 
 
Mathematics is taught and reinforced through the use of manipulatives, cooperative learning, calculators, computers, daily 
maintenance checks, games, projects, and writing about math. Problem solving, communicating mathematically, and developing 
reasoning skills takes place throughout the curriculum on a daily basis to encourage students to recognize mathematics as a life 
skill. 
 
Honors Mathematics Program 
 

This Archdiocesan Program is designed to meet the needs of students who are capable of completing the regular mathematics 
curriculum in seven rather than eight years. This program begins in grade four and is based on criteria defined by the Office of 
Catholic Education. Students who remain in the program are expected to complete an Algebra I course in grade eight; mastery 
on the Algebra I examination ensures students a second year of high school mathematics in their freshman year. Currently there 
are 42 students in our Honors Math Program. 
 
The Silver Burdett Ginn Program (2001) is currently used in grades K-5. Prentice Hall (2000) is the textbook used in Grades 
6-8. Mathematics textbooks are slated for review and updating in the 2006-07 school year. 
 
Science 
 

The science curriculum is based on the National Science Education Standards. Throughout the program, emphasis is placed on 
the scientific process as well as the comprehensive study of physical, life, and earth science. Saint Luke School is the recipient 
of the Scott Foresman science pilot for grades four and five. This program bears a 2006 copyright and emphasizes a hands-on 
approach to science instruction. The Prentice Hall Program was selected in 2003 for grades seven and eight. 
 
Social Studies 
 

The social studies curriculum is based on the National Council for the Social Studies Standards. The social studies emphasize 
factual knowledge, map skills, multi-cultural appreciation, and awareness of current events. Grade four uses the 2002 edition of 
Penns Valley Program for the study of Pennsylvania. Prentice Hall 2005 textbooks are used in grades five through eight. 
 
Specialty Subjects 
 

In addition to the Core Curriculum, all students have classes weekly in Library, Technology, Art, Music, and Physical Education. 

Student Survey Results: 
 

94.9%        I receive a good education at SLS. 
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(Continued from page 1) 
 
            We are proud to publish the most 
recent results of the Terra Nova Standardized 
Tests that were administered to our fourth, 
sixth and eighth grade students in the fall of 
this school year. We believe that the results 
speak for themselves! 
 
            I sincerely hope that this summary will 
provide you with a background for the 
information contained in this newsletter and 
that these facts will dispel some of the myths 
that exist about Catholic schools. 
 
                        Sister William Adele, SSJ 
                        Principal 

We are Talking Spanish! 
 
Hola! Saint Luke School was one of 58 
archdiocesan elementary schools that 
applied for a Spanish Program Pilot 
targeting primary grade youngsters. Of the 
58 schools that applied, our school was one 
of 15 schools accepted into this new program. 
Children will be learning Spanish through 
special video lessons, featuring several 
delightful hand puppets, who will also be 
learning the language. The program is 
entitled Espanol Para Ti. We are moving 
forward in the instruction of world 
languages. 

Parent Survey Results: 
 

94.7% agree that students are in a learning environment where they are both challenged and 
affirmed. 

 

95.3 % agree that students at SLS receive a strong foundation in basic skill areas. 

Viewpoints from Parents 
 
• I like how all subjects are incorporated into all classes, (i.e., spelling reinforced in 

science). 
 
• I truly believe that my children receive an excellent education at SLS. I believe it is 

superior to many schools both public and private in the area. 
 
• The MCIU has done a wonderful job. I truly feel that if my son went to public 

school he would have been lost in the system. 
 
• Teachers and administrators adapted to the needs of different students both 

struggling and those more advanced. 
 
• Excellent programs! Would recommend SLS to friends. 


